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GENERAL ORDER

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS ENTERING COURTHOUSES IN LOS'ANGELES COUNTY

To ensure the safe and ordedy use of court facilities, and to minimize agtivites which unreasonably disrupt, interrupt,
and Interfere with the fair and onderly conduct of trials, and the orderly and peaceable conduct of the court business in
a neutral forum free of actual or perceived partiality, and to facilitate safe, peaceful and orderly public access to
courthouses unhinderad by threals, confrantation, noise pallution or harassment, the Courl hereby orders:

I Demonstrations, Distributions and Selicitation .
A.  The following dofinitions apply to this Section.

1. “Prohibited Activity” shall smean demonstrating, picketing, distribuling literature or other
J#—‘:nmﬁaw;tmum[g{mic. saliciting sales or danatians, or engaging in oral protest,
education or counseling.
B

. Walkway shaltméan: (1) the are of any paved comidor or sidewalk, or olher path of
pedestrian movement, directly from (a) the edge of the public sidewalk nearsst an eatrance (o
any bulking, or part of a building, conlaining & courtroom 1o (b} thet entrance; (2) the area of
any paved comidor or sidewalk leading directly from (a) any parking lot located in a Curtilage o
() an eafrance to any building, or parl of a building, containing a courlroom; or {2} a comidor
wilhin a multi-purpose building that leads directly to the part of the building containing a
courtroom.

3. “Curtllage” shall mean the area bebween any building cantaining a courtroom and the edge of
the pubfic sidewalk surrounding the building, It shall not include the area adjacent o or near
that portion of a multi-purpose building that Is not used for court-related facilities.

B.  Pighibitians

1. No person (other than authoiized court personnel or peace officers in the performance of their
official duties) shall angage in any Prohibited Activity within a courthause, or within that portion
of any other building containing courtrooms andfer court-related offices.

Z. No person {other than authorized court personned or peace afficers in the performance of their
official duties) shall obatruct or unreascnably imerfere with individuals entering or leaving &
courthause or the porion of any other building containing cotnrooms andfor court-related
offices, o with any line of individuals walting to enter a courlhouse or pass through an entrance
to any building, or part of a building, containing & courtrosm andfor other cour-elaled offices.

3 No persan (other than autherized courl personnel or peace officers in the performance of their
afficlal duties) shall engage in any Prohibitad Activity within 15 feet from either side of, or 15
feetin front of, a doorway to any bullding, or parl of a building, containing a courtraom.

4, Ho parson (other than authorizad court persannel ar peace officers in the performance of their
official duties) shall engage in any Prohibited Activity on, or within 15 feet from any edge of, a
Walkway.

5, No person {other than authorzed court persannel or peacs officers in the performance of their
official duties) shall, within 100 feet of any doorway 15 any courthouse, of the portion of any
clher building cantalning a couriroom, knowingly approach another persan, within elght feet of
such perzon, unless such olher person consenls, for the purpose of passing a leaflet or handbill
1o, displaying a sign o, or engaging in oral protest, education or counseling with such other
persen.

. No persan (other than authorized court personnel or peace officers in the performance of thelr
official dutles) shall engage in any Prohibiled Activity on the Curtilage.



7. ho amplification equipment shall be permitted within the Curtilage,or within 25 feet of a
Wallway or a doorway to any building, or part of a building, containing a courtroom.

C. Exclusions

1. Pans I(B){1), (), (4) and {§) shall not apply lo individuals engaged in the statlonary solicitation
af sales as part of any commarcial, primarily non-expressive activity {mciuding the sale of
newspapers or reading tems in conjunclion with the sals of non-speech-retated items such as
candy or snacks or other foed) that is effimatively authorized by a written space permit, license,
or lease from the Gounty of Los Angetes or other owner of a building containing ane or mors
couriroams autherizing that activity in a spacific space not dedicated to court functions,

2. Cnly Parts 1{B)2) and (5) shall :mply.f to individuals located ona public sidewalk,
D.  Severability Clause

1. If any provision of this General Order or the application thereof to any person or circumstances
is held imvalid, the validity of the remainder of the Order and of the application of such provision
{o other persons and circumstances shall not be affoctud thereby.

H. Restriclions an weapons

A, Allpersons are prohibited from entering a Los Angeles county courthouse with a firearm or deadly or
dangerous weapon unlass they are state or Federal law enforcement officers on officlal business, or
persons lawfully entitied lo camy such 8 weapon who have the written consent from the Presiding
Judge ar the Supenvising Judge of the affecled courthouse to bring such weapan into the courthouse.

B.  Under no circumstances shall any peace officer bring a firearm or doadly or dangerous weapan into a
Los Angeles Countly courthouse if the peace officer is enteripg the courthouss as party llgantin a
privale action unless wiitten permissien 1o do so haa first been obtained from the Presiding Judge or
the Supervising Judge of the affected courthousa (o bring such weapon into the courthouse,

C.  Upon enledng any courlroom or court office, all persans In the possession of a firearm or deadly or
dangerots weapan, including amad peace officers, must immediately identify themsatves to the
courtroam bailiff, count liaison, or court clerk, and indleate they are carmying a weapon and the purpose
for their vislt.

. Compliance with law enforcemant directions, While on or in the premises of any courthouse in Los
Angeles Caunty, all persons are ordered to comply with the lawful requests, directions, and orders of Sherff
Deputies and their agents in the performance of thair duties,

. Posting and Service of Order. This Order shall be posted at each entrance o every courthouse in Loz
Angeles County, at each elevator entrance of at such olher places as will reasonably apprize all persons
enterng such courthouses of its provisions. The Sheriff of Los Angeles County and his deputies and their
agents are drected to serve a copy of this Order personally on any person who appears 1o be in violalion
thercof, advise such person of the apparent vielation, and, iFthe apparent violatlon continues after such
notice, to bring such person immediataly before the Supervising Judge of the affected coudhouss.

. Ponalties. Violatlon of this Order may result In the Imposilion of sanctions In amaunts of up to §1,500 per
vintation pursuant o Code of Givil Procedure saction 1775 and/ar prosacution for criminal violations.

GOOD CAUSE APPEARING THEREFORE, IT IS 50 ORDERED, on N'g%beﬂ
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WILLLAM A, MacLAUGHLIN, Presiding Judge



